Sportsmanship Award
Al Moeller, ride manager of the Yankee Springs ride donated the Sportsmanship Award.  He left open his option to make it a perpetual trophy.  This award is to emphasize good sportsmanship, that is, asking for the trail when passing, welcoming new members to our sport, giving them help, and answering their questions, etc.  When making nominations a particular act of sportsmanship should be noted.

This ward continued to funded by Al Moeller until GLDRA took it over.  Nominations are given from the floor at the annual meeting, the winner is announced at the Awards Ceremony.

	  Year                         Name


    1988

 Joe & Ruth Yogus

    1989

 Rae Birr DVM

    1990

 Al Moeller

    1991

 Sue Herrick

    1992

 Karen Skuratowicz

    1993

 Katy Byrne

    1994

 Jeff Abrams

    1995

 Karen Skuratowicz

    1996

 Jean Miller

    1997

 Ted Klopfenstein

    1998

  Linda Sherrill

1999 Gene Williams

2000 Betty Dykstra

2001

  Rose Clark

2002

  Russ Sherrill

2003 Gene Dake

2004 Diane Meinders

2005 Shelley Dake
2006 Donnie Hamrick

2007 Diane Meinders

2008 Donnie Hamrick
2009 Sarah Michelin

2010 Diane Meinders
2011 Jeanne Aslakson
2012 Barb Kurti
Volunteer Of the Year Award 

Char Richards suggested that Great Lakes Distance Riding Association begin a Volunteer award to recognize the people who donate time at the rides.  Volunteers play a very important role in the success of our rides.  Jam Ills-Kennedy handled the nominations.

Elections are held at the annual meeting.  This award is given by GLDRA.  The award is nominated from the floor and voted on by the membership

	    Year                     Name


      1988

Larry Osborne

      1989

Wayne Gastfield

      1990

Bruce Dilg

      1991

Sue Herrick

      1992

Duane Dykstra

      1993

Ray Sugzda

      1994

Marge Phillips

      1995

Jon Apsey

      1996

Julie Roe

      1997

Jon Apsey

      1998

Bonnie Tobias

1999 Cindy Osborne

2000 Larry Osborne

2001

Charles Phillips

2002

Kathy Macki

2003 Cindy Osborne

2004 Byard Family

2005 Wayne Gastfield
2006 Bruce Birr

2007 Bonnie Tobias

2008 Bruce Birr

2009 Dennis Sorenson   
2010 Donnie Hamrick 

2011 Sue Herrick
2012 Kathy Macki
The Hall Of Fame 

The Hall of Fame award was started by Ted and Holly Palmer-Chaff in 1984.  They donated a silver trophy bowl that is engraved with the winners, who were nominated and voted on by the general membership at the annual meeting.  The Nominees were to be ones that have made an outstanding contribution to distance riding during either a long period of time or an outstanding achievement in one year.  This is to be a traveling trophy brought back annually and give to the next winners.  A committee met in 1992 and recommended these guide lines be put into effect in 1993.  Nominations are to be written and publicized at the annual meeting.  This could be done with handouts or posters.  The candidates should be informed in advance.

Statement of Intent:

     
The purpose of the Great Lakes Distance Riding Association Hall of Fame, is to honor 

persons and/or horses selected to this position for their outstanding achievements 

accomplished in this sport.

Criteria:

Individuals voting for these nominees should not take the above statement lightly. Time 

and consideration need to be given to the performances of those nominated to the Hall of 
Fame.  The votes cast for those nominated should not be spur-of-the-moment decision 

nor voted for because of sentimental reasons, nor be a popularity contest.  This 

committee has adopted the following guidelines, which may apply to humans or 
animals

1. Should have accomplished some MAJOR goals in the sport.

2. Should have returned something to the sport (time, competition, etc.)

3. Consistently shows top performance.

4. Accumulated a fair amount of mileage in competition.

5. Must be a member of GLDRA in the years nominated.

All nominations must be printed in the December/Winter Newsletter before voting takes place at the annual meeting.

	   Year             Person                                Horse                                      Owner


     1984
Will Koster


Brandy


Kathy Walton

     1985
Duane Dykstra

Cedric



Pat Sager

     1986
Pat Sager


Dang It All Minty

Vickie Herrick

           





Ka-Barrz


Judy Schlink

     1987
Joe Yogus


Magic Carima

Joe Yogus

     1988
Roger & Rhoda Ritter
Rugged Lacys B

Jan Mills-Kennedy

The Hall Of Fame (continued)

	     Year          Person                                 Horse                                      Owner


     1989
Richard Stonehouse

Shorty



Bruce Birr

     1990
Jo Beth Bridleman

Mar Rocca


Pat Sager

     1991
Marcia Koster

Mira Star


Robin Dilg


     1992
Ruth Yogus


Spruce Sarta


Craig & Debbie Olson
     1993
Betty Dykstra


T.F. Starfire


Marcia Koster

     1994
Sue Herrick


Count Qamira

Julie Roe

     1995
Jim Yell


Tyson



Ray Sugzda

             




One Tuff Joker

Jonathan Bosma

     1996
Ray Sugzda


Takis Rama


Shelly Dake

     1997
Rae Birr


Bay Champagne

Jean Miller

     1998
Julie Roe


Tis-A-Prince


Jim Harris
     1999
Cindy Osborne

Chester


Katy Byrne

Wayne Gastfield 

      2000
Jeanie Miller


Matuk’s Legend

Roseanne Clark

      2001
Gene Dake


It’s A Story


Don Caldwell

      2002
Shelley Dake


Jo Ve Conbrio+

Lisa Germann

      2003
Jan Kennedy


Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

     2004
Ted Klopfenstein

Maggie (War Lucinda)
Jeanie Miller

     2005
No Nominations

Miss



The Birrs

     2006
Bruce Birr


Honey



Diane Meinders

     2007
Charles Phillips

J Dalmaar Sharri+/

Charles Phillips
     2008 
Karen Graham

Synerator (Bud)

Barb Kurti


Karen Bahrman



Lisa Germann

     2009
Myra Fleming

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick
     2010
No Nominations

MA Mara Leah

Kari & Dale Hanes
2011 No Nominations for horse or rider
2012 No Nomination for rider
Count Cha-Ska

Shelley Dake

Half Arabian

This is sponsored by the Half Arabian Association of Michigan and is presented at the GLDRA Annual Awards Banquet.  This is for the top Half Arabian (horse/rider combination) competing in Michigan rides.  It is open to all registered half/Arabians.  Registration with HAAM in advance of the season is required along with a copy of the registration papers for the horse.

	    Year         Event                         Horse                                     Owner   


     1992          Competitive               Chocolet Delight             
Rosanne Garvison

     1992
Endurance

Mira Star


Robin Dilg 

     1993
Competitive

MA Lu-Jacque

Will Koster

     1993
Endurance

Pecan



Myra Fleming

    1994
Competitive

GRShadow


Angel Williams

    1994
Endurance

Niota



Nick Mamula

    1995
Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

    1995
Endurance

none nominated

    1996
Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

    1996
Endurance

Zak



Guy Worthington

    1997
Competitive

Santees Rain Dance
Jeff Phillips

    1997
Endurance

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

    1998
Endurance

Zak



Guy Worthington

    1998
Competitive

Santees Rain Dance
Jeff Phillips

    1999
Competitive

Santees Rain Dance
Jeff Phillips

    1999
Endurance

Win Mystice Najha

Gene Williams

    2000
Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

    2000
Endurance

Char Richards

RWS Celebration

    2001
Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

    2001
Endurance

Char Richards

RW’S Celebration
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Half Arabian  (continued from page 1)
	    Year         Event                         Horse                                     Owner   


   2002

Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

   2002

Endurance

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick

   2003

Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

   2003

Endurance

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick

  2004

Endurance

Santee’s Raindance

Jeff Phillips

  2004

Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

2005

Endurance

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick

2005

Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

2006

Endurance

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick

2006

Competitive

Just Jimmy


Julie Roe

2007

Endurance

Gallant Dancer

Linda Hamrick

2007

Competitive

Over Brooks Image+/
Lisa Germann

2008

Endurance

Shattos Sir Lance Lot
Becke Grams

2008

Competitive

Over Brooks Image+/
Lisa Germann

2009

Endurance

Bear’s Northern Light
Becke Grams

2009

Competitive

Brittany Rolsthedice

Lisa Germann

2010

Endurance

RTM First In Line

Linda Hamrick

2010

Competitive

Coosa Valley Indiana Jones Amy Scharmen
2011

Endurance

RTM First In Line

Linda Hamrick

2011

Competitive

MI Lucky Charm

Max Bernsdorf
2012

Endurance

RTM First In Line

Linda Hamrick

2012

Competitive

Justkiddingaround

Tim Germann


Rookie Of the Year Award  

This ward was started by the Scrub Oaks Ride in memory of Lecia Strunk, who died of diabetes.  It was awarded to a first year rider who in the opinion of the judges and according to scores won more rides and placed high for a new rider.  Char Richards and Debbie Bosma donated this award to Great Lakes when they no longer put on the Scrub Oaks ride.

This award is now figured by points the points committee.  The rider can not have ridden more than three rides in a life time, either competitive or endurance, and has received the most year end points.  It is suggested that the rider declares his intentions with a R on the upper corner of the ride entry, on all ride forms.

This award is not announced until the night of the Annual Award Banquet.  The trophy is a traveling trophy, with the names engraved on it

	     Year                     Name


       1985

Carrie McCandlish

       1986

Craig Barshum

       1987

Jan Baxuin       
       1988

Lisa Harthorn

       1989

Shelly Dake

       1990

none listed

       1991

Dani Kregear

       1992

Julia Abrams

       1993

Ronald R Hart

       1994

Katie Bosma

       1995

Jonathon Bosma

       1996

Charles Phillips

       1997

Janette Stevens

1998 Tommy Van Gessel

1999 Christina Dyer

2000 Chris Otto

2001 Joe McCulloch

2002 Tali Sorenson

2003 Scott Anstine

2004 Sandra Wright

2005 Rachael Meinders
2006 Rachael Clark

2007 Katy Byard

2008 Karen Steffens
2009 Whitney Meinders

Rookie Of the Year Award (continued)

	        Year         Name


2010 Ashton Clark

2011 Leslie Bennett

2012 No Rookie of the Year

Charles Phillips Versatility Award
In 2008 GLDRA elected to sponsor the Charles Phillips and J Dalmaar Sharri +/ Versatility Award.  This award is meant to HONOR Charles and Sharri for their love of our sport and showing everyone just how versatile one can be.
Charles and Sharri have won the AHDRA versatility award twice.  Charles and his retired horse Whitney won it once.  They have set the bar high for anyone wanting to compete for this award.

To qualify for this award a horse/rider team must be a member of UMECRA, do a minimum of 2 competitive rides, 2 limited distance and 2 endurance rides.  There are no division awards in this category only Grand Champion and Reserve Champion awards, which will be presented at the annual UMECRA convention..  
Year   Grand Champion                                        Reserve Champion
2008    Diane Meinders/Lacey’s Game
         Becke Grams/Shatto’s Sir Lance Lot

2009    Andrea Tims/CRInfinite Pryde
         Marty Power SA TeJat
2010
Christine Wolfersheim/Van Prince
         Rachael Meinders/MS Dasani
2011    Robin Schadt/ RA IBM Maruf  
         Rachael Meinders/AhmduAllah
2012
Ainsley Suskey/Annie Oakley
         Roberta Harms/Lady Jane

Pit Crew of the Year Award 

This award was originated by Bonnie Tobias to recognize the dedicated individuals that support the endurance horse & rider.  They devote many long and grueling hours and are instrumental to the care and well being of horse & rider. 

Nominations are given from the floor at the annual meeting, the winner is announced at the Awards Ceremony.

	       Year                   Name


1997

Russ Sherrell

1998

Brian Redman & Boys

1999 Angel Williams

2000 Montie Schultz/Peggy Rauch

2001 Donnie Hamrick

2002 Nelson Mieske

2003 Bonnie Tobias Crew

2004 Becke Grams Crew

2005 Jeanie Miller’s Crew

2006 Chuck Six

2007 Dale Hanes

2008 None nominated
2009 PJ Birr

2010 Shelley Dake & Karen Graham
2011 Donnie Hamrick
2012 Shelley & Gene Dake and Don Caldwell

Ride Management Award  
This award was donated by Bonnie Tobias in 1991, and is a traveling trophy with all of the names and year engraved on it.  After managing the Gun Run Ride, Bonnie wanted to recognize the management for all of the efforts they put into their rides and reward those who were outstanding.  At first this award was to be nominated and sent in prior to the annual meeting with following points rated on a low-high scale.  This award is now nominated from the floor and voted on by the membership and awarded at the Annual Awards Ceremony.  

The following criteria should be considered when determining which rides to nominate. 

Trail Markings



Vet attitude/professionalism

Organization




P/R Teams-accuracy, quantity,quality

Trail/variety-challenging


Variety of ride offerings

Awards/quality, quantity


Courtesy, demeanor of ride management team

Camping facilities



Toilets                Direction to Camp

	   Year           Ride                                                 Location                   Ride Manager


     1991
Wolverine Ride


Harbor Springs
Val Harris

     1992
White Rive Rides


Fremont

Wayne Gastfield

     1993
White River Rides


Fremont

Wayne Gastfield

     1994
Wolverine Ride


Harbor Springs
Val Harris

     1995
Little Mainstee Memorial Ride
Luther

Becke Grams

     1996
Hopkins Creek Ride


Manton

Jean & Larry Miller

     1997
AHAM Ride



Mio


Betty Brazier
     1998
AHAM Ride



Mio


Betty Brazier

     1999
AHAM Ride



Johnson Crossing
Betty & John Brazier

     2000
Pine Martin



Nahma Junction
Karen  Bahrman

     2001
Bear River Ride


Petosky

Shannon Weston

     2002
Shore To Shore Ride


Michigan

Wayne Gastfield

     2002
Oak Leaf Run


Allegan

Bonnie Tobias

     2003
AHAM



Petosky

Gene Dake

     2003
Grand Island



Rapid River

Mig Dutton

     2004
Brighton Rides


Brighton

Lisa Germann 

     2005
Tin Cup Springs


Luther

Becke Grams
     2006
AHAM



Petosky

Gene & Shelley Dake
     2007
AHAM



Battle Creek

Gene & Shelley Dake

     2008
Shore to Shore Ride


Michigan

Wayne Gastfield
     2009
Hopkins Creek Ride


Manton

Byrad Family
     2010
Oak Leaf Run


Silver Creek

Barb Kurti
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Ride Management Award  (continued from page 1)
	   Year           Ride                                                 Location                   Ride Manager


   2010
          Brighton Fall Ride

       Brighton

      Lisa Germann
   2011
          AHAM



       Battle Creek             Gene & Shelley Dake

   2011           Pine Marten                                   Nahma Junction       Karen Bahrman
   2012
          Grand Island North

       Nahma Junction
       Karen Bahrman

Arabian Horse Association of Michigan Trophy 
This is where we began.  The AHAM Trail Committee members, are the founders of GLDRA.  AHAM has over the early years sponsored financially the AHMA ride and also assisted many other rides by funding the deposits for the use of State and Federal lands.  These deposits were returned at the end of the trail season.  They also helped with the horse activity insurance that was required when state lands were used.  Such support enabled these rides to take place and made the rides feasible.  

The award is given at the AHAM Two Day 75 Mile Competitive Ride at their awards ceremony.  It is given to the winner with the highest overall points for both days.

	         Year                Person                                              Horse


1974

Betty Dykstra



Ra-Jay

1975

Richard Heberling


Te-Ki

1976

Betty Dykstra



Ra-Jay

1977

Pat Sager



Windsong Dhahran

1978

Barbara Buynak


Punkys Queen

1979

Jean Robson



Charlie

1980

Marybelle Cooper


Gray Smokey

1981

Sandy Heberling


Abby

1982

Jean Robson



Santee

1983

Not Presented

1984

Holly Palmer-Cheff


NaSunar

1985

Jan Mills-Kennedy


Ruggeds Lacy B

1986

JoBeth Bridleman


My Victory

1987

Jim Harris



Tis A Prince

1988

Jan Mills-Kennedy


Ruggeds Lacy B

1989

Marcia Koster


TS Starfire

1990

Betty Dykstra



BJ Abendigo

1991

Jim Harris



Tis A Prince

1992

Valerie Harris


Serenede Four

1993

Marge Buhland


AFBalladeer

1994

Marge Buhland


AFBalladeer

1995

Jean Miller



Maggie

1996

Guy Worthington


Zak

1997

Jon Apsey



Gaibaskar

1998

Joyce DeVries


Louis Lafite

1999

Denise Phillips


Victoria Secret


2000

Jessica Niebylski


Party Party


2001

Jean Miller



Maggie

Arabian Horse Association of Michigan Trophy (continued)
	         Year                Person                                              Horse



2002

Marge Buhland


AF Lebaron


2003

Jean Miller



Maggie


2004

Charles Phillips


J Dalmaar Sharri+


2005

Lisa Germann


Over Brooks Image+


2006

Jessie Dux



Silver Russian

2007

Deb Campbell


PR Fassheharazada

2008

No Entries This Year


2009

Julie Roe



Alada Kheanna

2010

Tali Sorenson



LA Accelant

            2011                Rachael Meinders                             AhmaduAllah  

2012

No entries for the 2 day 75 mile ride

Merrylegs Award – Choosen by Juniors – This award is donated by Linda &  Donnie Hamrick
1999 RW’s Celebration “Sammy”

2000 Radar owned by Marile Birr & Belesema Charrika (Reeka) owned by Becke Grams

2001 Honey owned by the Meinders
2002 Shadow ridden by Rachel Clark
2003 Daydream Sabar owned by the Byard Family

2004 TJTequila Boy owned by Stacey Cooper
2005 Honey ridden by Whitney Meinders

2006 Matuks Legend+/ ridden by Ashton Clark
2007 Apache owned by Fionna Gruebner
Arabian Horse Assoc Award
This year-end award is sponsored by the Arabian Horse Association for AHA-recognized Competitive Trail Ride Organizations.  It is awarded to the high-point Arabian and Half-Arabian.  The owner must be a current AHA Competition Card-holder for points to accumulate.  The horse must be a registered Arabian, Half-Arabian or Anglo-Arabian.  Bonus points per mile are awarded for participating in AHA Regional and /or National Championship Competitive Rides.  Awards are presented at the annual GLDRA Award Banquet.  
Shelley Dake has been in charge of obtaining this award.  After year end placings have been published Shelley contacts the GLDRA members who have Arabs and Half Arabs with the highest year end points to see if they are a AHA Competition Card holder.  Once she has established who will be the recipient of this award she downloads the AHA Recognized Competitive Trail Ride Organization’s Year End High Point Arabian & Half Arabian Awards form from their website, fills out the form and fax the information to them at 303-696-4599 any additional contact can be made by call AHA in Colorado at 303-696-4500.
AHA Half Arab 



Horse




Owner

2003
Over Brooks Image

Lisa Germann 
2004
Justkiddingaround

Lisa Germann 
2005
Justkiddingaround

Lisa Germann 

2006
Justkiddingaround

Lisa Germann 
2007
Justkiddingaround

Lisa Germann 
2008
Over Brooks Image+/

Lisa Germann 

2009
Brittany Rolsthedice     
Lisa Germann 
2010
No Nominations
2011
MI Lucky Charm


Max Bernsdorf

2012
Justkiddingaround +/

Lisa Germann ridden by









Tim Germann
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AHA Arab



Horse




Owners

2003
WA Diamond Jubilee

Kathy Macki

2004
Synerator



Barb Kurti 

2004
Count cha-Ska


Shelley Dake

2005
Synerator



Barb Kurti 

2006
JDakmaar Sharri/+

Charles Phillips

2007
Pro Caliber



Tali Sorenson 
2008 
Alada Kheanna


Julie Roe 

2009
Synerator



Barb Kurti 

2010        No Nominations
2011
Emalika




Orvin Rohloff

2012
CH Shamm Bashire

Max Bernsdorf

Great Lakes Distance Riding Association 

Rookie of the Year

Lecia Strunk Memorial Trophy

The Great Lakes Distance Riding Association Rookie of the Year Trophy is a traveling award presented to the year end high point rookie rider.  Points may have been earned in competitive, endurance or a combination of each.  Prior to the rider’s rookie season he or she can not have competed in more than three rides in a life time, either competitive or endurance.

Lecia Strunk was a young enthusiastic distance rider.  However she was hampered in her riding effort by diabetes, a condition she lived with since childhood.  Despite her illness, Lecia pressed on and was determined to ride.  With the support of her parents pit crewing for her, Lecia competed in the sport she loved as long as it was physically possible.  Unfortunately Lecia’s condition worsened and at the age of 35 she passed away.

In 1985 Char Richards and Debbie Bosma sponsored the Lecia Strunk Memorial Trophy in honor of Lecia.  Lecia’s love of the sport and perseverance in the face of adversity continue to be an inspiration to all distance riders.

Great Lakes Distance Riding Association

Legend Cup

Year End High Mileage Award

The Great Lakes Distance Riding Association Legend Cup is a traveling award presented to the horse completing the overall highest mileage of the year in sanctioned GLDRA events.  The mileage can be for competitive, limited distance, endurance, or a combination of all.

The purpose of this award is to recognize the effort it takes to properly condition the horse as well as prepare and execute a season long strategy resulting in attaining the highest number of miles completed during a season.

In 2011 John and Roseanna Clark sponsored the Legend Cup in honor of their horse Matuks Legend+/.  Legend holds the GLDRA all time high mileage mark with 8,330 miles completed in his career.


  2011

Diane Meinders

Lacey’s Game

     855

  2012

Leslie Bennett

Catchu Latr WLA

     660

Year	       Rider 		                Horse				Mileage








